8 By the King, 


ac A Proclamation inhibiting the Importation 


of Pepper from forraine parts, by any other perſons 
then thoſe of the Eait Indian Company. 
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429) Oralmuch as it 1s not vaknowen, 


, Us 


G | That info2mer times when all oz the greateſt partofÞPepper ,and 
W735 other Spices of the grouth of the Ealt ldics, was bzought intothis 
So 3/22; | our Realme of England and Pzincipalitie of wdales by Strangers 
| £ © {/ j-onely, the ſame was then ſold at veryhigh Rates, vntill ſuch time 
> Ty | as ſome of our owne Merchants did themſelnes trade into thoſe 
—=— yarts., and bzinging in good quantities of thoſe Commodities , did 
fell the ſame at much lower paices.tothe great reliefe and benefit ofallour Sublects in generall: 
And fozalmuch as we doe finde, That the eſtabliſhment and continuance of this Trade, hath 
and will be moze and moze an occaſion toimploy and encreaſe the great Shipping of this King- 
dome, which hath heretofoze bene out ofvſe, as beingnot ſo neceſſary foz Trade in Countreys 
that are not ſo farre remote : Fo2 theſe, and ſome other reaſons which haue bene delinercd vn- 
to vs, being deſirous to encourage this Company , and to matntaine that Trade by all good 
and lawfull meanes; And experience teachingvs, That ifthere ſhould be,till the Trade were 
better ſetled,a freeand generalllibertie fo2 allperſons Wwhatſocuer fo b:ing in thoſe Commodt- 
tics.it Would be an occaſion to ouerlay the Trade, and Strangers Would of purpole vent their 
Spices at ſmall Rates, thereby to enfozce our owne Subtects to dcliſt from trading into thoſe 
Countreis: Wee with the aduiſe of our P2inie Conncell, hane thought fit, fo2 ſome time tore- 
Nraine the Jmpoztation of Pepper from fozraine parts,by any others then by the Merchants 
topntly of the Lalt lnc1uz Company, And therefoze wee doe Hereby Will and commaund all per- 
ſon and perſons whatſocuer, either our naturall bozne Subtects, Dentzens,02 Strangers (not 
beingthe Company afozeſaid ) to fozbeare to bzing into theſe our Domtinions of England and 
VIales,any Pepper,directly oz indirectly, vpon paine of fozfeiture of the goods, and what other 
puniſhment they mayincurre by any contempt and default herein. Andto the end, this our 
pleaſure may be moze duecly obſerned, Wee doe likewiſe charge andcommand all Cuſtomers, 
Comptrollers , Searchers, Waiters, Farmours of our Cuſtomes and their Deputies, and 
all other our Officers of the Pozts , within our Territozies afozelaid, That they doe not gine 
any Bills of Entrie foz Pepper that is bzought in from fozraine Countreis, by any other then 
thoſe who ſhall be knowen to bee of the Company atfozeſatd : Neither ſhall they ſuffer it to bee 
landed, o2 being ſo, ſhall ſeize the ſame to our vleasinſily fozfaited, Andmozeoner,they and 
every of them, ſhall vſe their beſt meanes and endenours fo hinder and pzenent all ſecretand 
fraudulent pzactizes ofſuchas ſhall ſeeke to bzingitthat Commoditie, Notwithſtanding this 


our pleaſure publiſhed to the contrary. 


A Ndbecauſe we are careful to pzenent al inconneftiencesto the generality ofour Sublects, 
A. in caſe they ſhould be hardly dealt with vnder this reſtraint, by thoſe that haue the whole 
maſſe of Pepper in their owne hands; Although wee Hold the Company tobe compounded of 
many good and honeſt Merchants and others, yet becaule there is no Soctetie wherein all are 
ofone temper, And out ofthe care we haue alwayes had fo: the common good of all our people 
mozethen of any particuler Docietie ; wee thought it not ſafe to repoſe ſo muchconfidence ina 
-part ofour people,as to leaue the whole Body ſublect fo their wills,in matter of thisnature. 
And therekoze hauing well examined What might beanindifferent pzice to yeeld tothe Mer- 
chantscompetent gaine fo2 the maintenance of ſo great andlong a Trade, and ſoneedfull fo2 
the ſuppo:t of Nauigation, and yet not be onerchargeable to the reſt of our people, Whohane 
on the other lide dayly ble of that kinde of Spice; we haue conditioned with them, and limitted, 
That they ſhall vtter Pepper at the rate of Two ſhillings ſire pence the pound, and not exceed, 
to any that ſhall come oz ſend fo2 it,vpon paine ofour high diſpleaſure, 
which pzounilion, and limitation being made by vs in fauour ofthe communitte of our Sub- 
tects, We haue thought good to. publiſh and make knowen to all men , To theendthat ifit fall 
out, that ſuch as by wayof Retaile doe vtter to our people dwelling in places remote fromour 
Citie of London,and other parts where Shipping doeth arine, that kinde of Spice, there bee 
exacted any patces erceſſine, (ft may appeare that the ſame ts not foz want ofdue pzoniſion made 
to pzeuent. it, but by the ouergreedineſſe of thofe which (hall ſe!l1tt. Jn Which conſideration, 
although wee know, that there are many reaſons, why thole that ſell by Retaile, ſhould de- 
maund a farther pzice then they pay foz it here, as well in reſpect ofthe diſtance of place,fozbea- 
ring of thetr money, as many other things incident to that kinde of Trade: Yetthe better to 
containe them Within the bounds of reaſonable gaine, we hane thought good to make knowen 
thus much, thereby to expzeſſe our owne-care of our loning Subſects, and to ſhew them the 
meanes whereby they may anoyd ſuch further burden, as may bee caſt vpon them by any that 
ſhall goe about by any vndue pzactiſe, to ratſe timmoderate gaine,vnder colour oz pzetert of that 
courſe which we haue takenfo2 the reaſons afozeſaid, 


CGiuen at Newmarket the laſt day of NC ouember, in the ſeuenth yeere of our Reigne 
| of Great Britaine, France and Freland. 


God ſaue the King. 


«[mprinted atLondon by Robert Darker, 


Printer to the Kings moſt Excellent Maieſtie, 
ANNO 160g. 


